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The comicall Hiftorie of 

to offices oF tender curtefie : 

We all expeft a gentle aunfwcre Iewe ! 

Jem. 1 haue polled your grace ofwhat I purpefe, 
and by our holy Sabaoth haue I fworne 
to haue the due and forfet of my bond, 
if you deny if, let the danger light 
vpon your charter andyour Citties freedoms ? 

Y ouie askc me why I rather choofe to haue 
a weight of carrion flefh, then to rcceaue 
three thoufand ducats : lie not aunfwcr that ? 

But fay it is my humour, is it aunfwerd ? 

What if my houfe be troubled with a Rat, 
and I be pleafd to giue ten thoufand ducats 
to haue it baind .? what, arc you aunfwerd yet 3 
Some men there are loue not a gaping pigge i 
Some that arc mad if they behold a Cat 3 
And others when the bagpipe lings ith nofe, 
cannot containe their vrine lor affe«ftion. 

M aiders of pafiion fwayes if to the moodc 
of what it likes or loathes, now for your auhfiver s 
As there is no Hrme reafbn to berendred 
why he cannot abide a gaping pigge i 
why he a harmclcfle nccciTaric Cat ? 
why he a woollen bagpipe s but offeree 
mud yeeld to Inch in suitable fhame, 
as to offend himfelfe being offended t 
So can I giuc no reafon, nor I will not, 
more then a lodgd hate, and a certa’mc loathing 
I beare isfwbomo, that I follow thus 
a loofing fute again!! him > arc you aunfwered 3 
‘BajJ- This into aunfvver thou vnfcclmgroatV 
to cxcufe the currant of thy cruelty ? 

Iewe. /am not bound to pleafe thee with my amwers? 

Baff. I5oe all men kill the things they doe not lone ? 

Iewe. Hates any man the thing he would not kill# 

Bajf. Kucry offence is not a hate at firft ? , 

Jem. What would!* thou haue a ferpent fling thee twicc^ 
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william Shakespeare Merchant of Venice (stc 22296) 


the Merchant of Venice. 
t/Jnth. I pray you think you queflion with the /ewe, 
you may as well goe ftand vpon the Beach 
and bid the mame flood bate his vfuall height, 
you may as well vfe queflion with the Woolfe 
vvhv he hath made the Ewe bleakc for the Lambe-' 

You may aswell forbid the mounfaine of Pines 
to wa* their high tops, and to make no noife 
when" they arefretten with tliegufts of heauen; 

You may as well doc any thing moft hard 
asfeeketo foften that then which what’s harder : 
his /ewilh hart ? therefore / doe bcfcechyou 
make no moe offers, vfe no farther mcanes, 
but with all briefe and plainc conueniencie 
let me haue judgement, and the /ewe his will ? 

Bajf. For thy three thoufand ducats heere is fixe ? 

Iewe. /feuery ducat in fixe thoufand ducats 
were in fixe parts, and euery part a ducat, 

/would not draw them, / would haue my bond ? 

Dvk. How {halt thou hope for mercy rendring none ? 
Jewe. What iu dgment (hall I dread doing no wrong? 
you haue among you many a purchaft flaue, 
which like your Aflcs, and your Dogs and Mules 
you vfe in abie/I and in flauifh parts, 
becaufeyou bought them, lhall I fay to you, 
let them be free, marry them to your heircs ? 
why fwcat they vnder burthens, let their beds 
be made as foft as yours, and let their pallats 
be feafond with fuch viands, you will aunfwer 
the (laues are ours, fo doc I aunfwer you : 

The pound offlefh which I demaundof him 
is deerely bought, as mine and / will haue it J 
ifyou deny me, fie vpon your Law, 
there is no force in the decrees of V cnicc •• 

/ ftand for judgement, aunfwer, lhall I haue it J 
‘Duke. Vpon my power /may difmiflc this Court, 
vnleffe BeJlario a learned Do ft or, 
whom / haue fent for to determine this 


